Sensory disturbance of the thigh after renal transplantation.
Although sensory disturbance of the anterior and/or lateral thigh often develops after renal transplantation, this complication is overlooked because of the minor degree of disability. We evaluated the rate of sensory disturbance of the thigh after renal transplantation. We examined neurological deficits of the thigh on the operated side in 61 patients who underwent renal transplantation, including 48 using the internal and 13 using the external iliac artery. We noted sensory disturbance in 23 of the 61 cases, including 20 of the 48 in which the internal iliac artery was used. One patient had complete femoral nerve palsy involving motor weakness. Sensory disturbance was in the anterior thigh in 15 patients, in the lateral thigh in 3, and on the anterior and lateral thigh in 2. Postoperatively there was sensory disturbance of the thigh in 3 of the 13 patients in whom the external iliac artery was used. Sensory disturbance persists in all 3 cases at the time of this report, including in the anterior thigh in 1, and in the anterior and lateral thigh in 2. The rate of sensory disturbance of the thigh after renal transplantation is high. Therefore, we should inform patients of the possibility of sensory disturbance before renal transplantation surgery is performed.